Travelinsurance

| Pairk your doubts about hotel chains, says Jay Rayner. The City Café in Leeds is just the ticket

| CITY (NN HOTEL 2 WHARF
| APPROACH, LEEDS

. 0113 241 1000). MEAL

FUETWQ INCIDING

: : WINE AND SERVICE, 65
i Ter ste:a] Ihe ohd gag about Peter Jones on
‘ Sloane Square, in the event of & nudear war
['m going to head steaight for the nearest City
i Inn, because nothing bad tan ever happen
' there, I say this ag a moan who was woken
i at 12.45am by the chap from front desk
. koocking on my door because he wanted
! me to sign someone eise’s room service bilk,
: Very forgiving. me. The fact is that so much,
- ahout the operaton is =0 very right, in a Lidy,
" organised, stylish, cheessive-crormpralsive way,
" that Fm willing to overook small things like
. that The worst you tright say about the City
i Inn aesthetic iz that it's like living in an Tkea

- room seb. Then again, a3 | enter the depths of
" middle aga and my kids the depths of middle

childhood, try house has become socluttered
- relizble bistro any major town needs. The

- with accimed crap = drifts of pointy plastic

© bows, bits of deadly dull paperwork [ can't

bring myzelf to throw awsy, obiets dart which

are repulsive in every way but too vatuable

1o be binned - the thought of an 1ies renm

. selis surmetimes very comforiing, Oh to live
somewhere which, undike my arteries, s not

i clopged up with wgly shef.

© And o inthe City Bon Leeds, where
that crisp aesthetic carries right ot of
; the lobby, into the City Café ovetlonking the
regeneratﬁd canal. and finaily on to the plate.
: Lam, of coueze, meant to disapprove of the
corporate, to venerate the individual and the
independent over the chain, and usually
[ do. But sometirnes 2 bhit of crganisationat

- nous and economic power cormbined with

- a modicum of good taste and good sense

" can debiver, and heve it teally does, The City

; Café is the sort of smart, wichallenging but

* the
. same for £14.95 at lunch, is snarter stll.

pricing — £3ish for starters, Iow teeng for
miaing. £41.95 for three courses — iz smart;
ing market meny, offering the

I chese from that becanse it cantained things

" Dwanted to eat, not becanse of an outhreal
 of parsimony.

A smoked haddeck and saltmon fisheake

| from that mem was unencummbered by
- ghodey hilers, and lav on just enough afa
brisk chive velouté Slices of chicken breast

played a supporting role to a rauch more

. enticing boned confited leg, all crisp skin and
: the whiff of goose fat. There was a proper

: hockey puck of fondant potate, a pile of

! acidulated cabbage and carrots, and 2 pood

¢ old-fashicned chicken gravy to bind the lot

i together. Af the end a fine-enouph chocelate

| brownie came with a better peanut butter

| ice cream. The fact that [ adoved the latter i3

i proof, if proof were needed, that | am just

! a greedy child atheart.

From the main a la carte, crab spring rolls

- wemen't really, in that they contained nothing
i other than frashly picked white crabmeat.
i This is net a complaint. They came with
i a mangs salsa with a finely judged chilli
i lick. Most impressive dish of the day was 2
¢ hragsica-green pea and broad bean risotto
' with pieces of that fine Italian blue cheese
i ; Doleelatte melting happily across the surface
* Hke the last snows of winter on an afpine

Charin racetion: By smar decor of The City Cofa
| o, bedow, Sncked bodcock: and salmon Bshoake

© meadow. An appalling simile, but this one’s
- a litfle better: risottos are like pantey flies,

boringly commnen but easy o kill. A good
rizoito iz a rare areature, and this was wery
good indeed, the textare of the rice spot o,
the flavnur dear and cdean without being

. dernandinp. At the end a slice of banana

. and hazelnut “arctic foll” was, like the

- sprirg rolls, a bit of 4 tnisnorner, being mors
! a slzb of light hazelont parfait banded by a

: ribbon of checolate and sponge. This, too,

! isnot a complaint.

Itis accomplished, proper cooking from a

! menn which manages the odd flourish while
i also threrving in & few dishes — pag and hamn
! goup, gteak frites, figh and chips - which

¢ will provide balm for the weary traveller who

: justneeds to be fed. To complete the lovedin,

i the wine Hst gets top marks for maraging to

! offer nearhy balf the wines by the glass. OF

{ course, differenices among various outposts

i ofany chain are legien, and this one has

i been open just a couple of months, so they

¢ will be at the top of their game. Still, thisica

© serjous operation trying to offer semething

: many notches abive standard hotel suery

¢ and sludge dining. i they can promise not to
¢ wake meup in the middle of the night again,
i T roight even return. #

: Jaysmmerbobzenercouk
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